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THE . CE L:T'I C / RY EUN 
(PART V) 


Volume III of The. Winged Chariot hosted the intro- 
duction of the Celtic/Druid Tarot - a philosophical 
blend of Celtic/Druid concepts with Tarot structure. 
Part I (Ise 1) introduced the system, based on the 
Tree-Alphabet Calendar used by the Celts. This sys- 
tem 18s exhaustively treated in Graves' The White 
Goddess. Graves' theories are the primary inSplra- 
tlon behind the Celtic/Druid Tarot. So it 1s appro 
priate that the Celtic/Druid Tarot 1s dedicated to 
Graves and his White Goddess. 


IsSSues 2, 3 and 4 of Volume III covered 17 Celtic 
letter/tree and Tarot Major Arcana correspondences. 
This article will complete that exploration; upcom- 
1ng. 18Sues wlll treat the Minor Arcana. 


ONN (O) , Spring Equinox, FURZE (Gorse): Furze 1s a 

Shrub boasting golden flowers and prickers, 
which Graves asscclates with the young Sun at the 
Spring Equinox. During the (ring season, furze 
fires were lit. Burning away the v]ld prickers en- 
couraged the growth of new ones as well as the growth 
of bew grass on the hills. Sheep were especlally 
fond of the tender new prickers. 

Furze was considered a protection against 
witches by the Welsh. Graves attaches a religious 
1mportance to the fact that its flowers are attack- 
ed by the first bees of the year, as are the ivy's 
by the last. Continental Celts (Gauls) worshipped 
the goddess On-nliona, her name being a compound of 
the letters Onn and Nion (dating the ti e of her 
fFestival at the spring equinox falling at the end 
of the ash month). Significantly, |she was wor- 
Shipped in ash groves. Spring furze fires were lit 
In areas under Graeco-Ranan influence in honor of 
Jupiter in h1s aspect as god of shepherds. Accord- 
1ng to the Lunar Calendar, the shrub 1s considered 
to be a good luck gift to a woman. 
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Volume III of The Winged Chariot hosted the intro- 
duction of the Celtic/Druid Tarot - a philosophical 
blend of Celtic/Druid concepts with Tarot structure. 
Part I (Isse 1) introduced the system, based on the 
Tree-Alphabet Calendar used by the Celts. This sys- 
tem 1s exhaustively treated in Graves' The White 
Goddess. Graves' theories are the primary insSplra- 
tlon behind the Celtic/Druid Tarot. So it 1s appro 
priate that the Celtic/Druid Tarot 1s dedicated tO 
Graves and his White Goddess. 


. IS8ues 2, 3 and 4 of Volune III covered 17 Celtic 


letter/tree and Tarot Major Arcana correspondences. 
This article will complete that exploration; upcom- 
1ng 18SSues WLI11 treat the Minor Arcana. 


ONN (O) , Spring Equinex, FURZE (Gorse): Furze 1s a 

shrub boasting golden flowers and prickers, 
which Graves asscclates with the young Sun at the 
Spring Equinox. During the ring season, furze 
fires were lit. Burning away the old prickers en- 
Couraged -the growth of new ones as well as the growth 
of bew grass on the hills. Sheep were especlally 
fond of the tender new prickers. 

Furze was considered a protection against 
witches by the Welsh. Graves attaches a religious 
lmportance to the fact that its flowers are attack- 
ed by the first bees of the year, as are the ivy's 
by the last., Continental Celts (Gauls) worshipped 
the goddess On-nlona, her name being a compound of 
the letters Onn and Nion (dating the ti e of her 
festival at the spring equinox falling at the end 
of the ash month). Significantly, she was wor- 
Shipped in ash groves. Spring furze fires were lit 
In areas under Graeco-Raman influence in honor of 
Jupiter in his aspect as god of Shepherds. Accord- 
1ng to the Lunar Calendar, the shrub 1s CoNSLdered 
to be a good luck gift to a woman. 


SUN (XIX): The furze 1s an apt symbol to 
represent the Sun of the nineteenth trump, as 1t 
heralds the beginning of the Sun's reign over Spring 
and summner (as opposed to its decline and death in 
autumn and winter). The Sun trump 1s traditionally 
the most positive card of the Tarot pack and symbol- 
izes regeneration. Epring also shares these posltive, 
regenerating attributes and its symbolism aligns 


harmonliously with the nineteenth arcanum. 


UR (U), Sunmer Solstice, HEATHER: The heather 1s 

the tree of midsunmer and 1s therefore an 
appropriate representative of the sumner solstice. 
Its red flowers infer its passlonate nature. It 1s 
asSScclated with mountains and bees; thus, it 1s also 
aSSociated with the Goddess- as-Queen-Bee about whom 
male drones warm 1n suwmer. The Gallic heather 
goddess, Uroilca, was: often depicted as a queen bee. 
Her name 1s a cambination of the Celtic letter Ur 
and the Greek letter for heather, ereice. Paradox- 
1cally, white heather 1s used as a protection against 
the acts of passlon symbolized by the queen bee. 

STRENGTH: There is a comfortable alignment 
of heather with the eighth trump. The redness of 
its berries and its associlation with passlon corres- 
pond to the image of the lion. The paradoxical na- 
ture of the heather 1s reflected in the figure of 
the woman in the arcanum who interacts with the lion; 
She takes on the nature of both Uroica as the emascu- 
lating queen bee as well as the chasteness endowed 
by the white heather. 


EADHA (E) , Vernal Equinox, WHITE POPIAR (Aspen) : 

The white poplar 1s the tree of old age, 
which aligns well with its placement at the Vernal 
Equinex (imply ing the mature harvest of experience 
being gathered and stored for the long winter ahead). 
It 1s also known as the shield-maker's tree. In an- 
clent Ireland the measuring rod of coffin-makers was 
made of aspen as a reminder to dead souls that death 
was not the final transformation. A Christian leg- 
end made the aspen the tree originally chosen for 
Jesus' cross; upon realizing this, it began to 
tremble and has done so ever s1ince. Its life/death 
asSpects are emphasized in the colors of its leaves - 
alternating light and dark on each side (also sym- 
bolic of the Sun and Moon) . 
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JUSTICE (XI): The karmic implications of 
the white poplar and Eadha align very well with the 
eleventh arcanum, Justlice. According to commentaries 
of Raman observers, Celts/Druids believed in the 
transmigration of souls —- a concept similar to those 
of Pythagoras and the oriental view of karma. The 
coffin-maker's measuring rod represents an evaluation 
of life. Old age 1s also the pericd when an 1individ- 
ual processes hlir previous actions in order to pre- 
pare for the impending experiences of death and post- 
death. Similarly the image of Justice presents hir 
Scales for a weighing. These concepts fit in with 
the astrological symboliamm of Libra - cammonly 1den- 
tifled with Justice. The dual life/death aspects of 
the white poplar £1ll both pans of the scales shared 
by Justice and Libra. 


IDHO (TI) , Winter Solstice, YEW: Native to Britain, 
the yew 1s the death tree of all Europe. 
Yew yielded the best bows, which enhanced its deadly 
reputaton. TIrish Celts poismed their weapons with 
a canbination of yew-berry, hellebore and devil's 
bit. Yews were planted in churchyards; folklore 
claimed they extended their roots to the mouth of 
every corpse., Planted near a house, 1it was thought 
to bring death to the family. Yew 1s the longest 
11ving tree and, like the oak, takes a long time to 
mature. But, Graves notes, when "seasoned and pol- 
1Shed its wood has an extraordinary power of resist- 
1ng corruptlon.” Also, despite its morbid asSocla- 
tlons, it 1s Still used as a homeopathic remedy for 
snake-blite. 

The yew was one of the Five Magic Trees of 
Ireland - the Tree of Ross. (Three of the Five were 
ashes - the Tree of Tortu, the Tree of Dathi and the 
Branching Tree of Usnech. - while the remaining Tree 
of Mugna was a blackthorn.) The Tree of Ross was 
called the Renown of Banbha (the death/crone aspect 
of the Irish Triple Goddess) , the Spell of Knowledge 
and the King's Wheel (1.e., the death letter Idho 
brings the wheel of life, AA, full circle). Banbha 
18 the Celtic equivalent of Greek Hecate, to whom the 
yew was als sacred. | 

Idho falls on the eve of the Winter Sal- 
Stlce, the night before the Day of Libefation; thus 
Aillm and Idho are sisters, as lead 1s to silver. 


«i 


DEATH (XIII): As the death tree of Europe, 
the yew naturally aligns with the Death trump, as 
does the letter Idho in its connection with goddesses 
representing the death aspect of the Triple Goddess. 
The yew itself contains no assoclatilons with regener- 
atlon, which 1s implicit in the Death arcanum; yet 
its use as an antidote to snake-bite brings to mind 
the idea of the snake as a symbol of transformation, 
regeneration and eternity. | 


IT (YL), Winter Solstice, MISTLETOE: II reduplicates 
the death letter Idho, as AA 1s the redupli- 
cation of the life letter A, All share the sane 
vowel station, Kendricks (The Druids) notes Pliny's 
claim that the Druids held nothing more sacred than. 
| mistletoe and the oak. The gathering of mistletoe 
was Steeped in religiou ritual - if possible, on the 
6th day of the Moon. The rite involved preparing a 
banquet in an oak grove. Two white bulls were bound 
together by their horns. A white robed Druid climbed 
' an oak and cut the mistletoe with a golden s1ickl., 
handing 1it to white-cloaked Druids below. Sacrificial 
human vietims were slain with prayers to the gods to 
_ render the gift propitious. Per Kendricks, this cer- 
emony was a manifestation of even more ancient uni- 
versal tree worship, as mistletoe was also sacred in 
the Tor ;es Strait and by the Ainu of Japan. Its 
_ evergreen character was probably a natural symbol of 
Immortality. 

In the Celtic/Druid tongue, mistletoe trans- 
lates as "all-heal.” Tt was valued as a panacea and 
an aphrodeslac. To 1it was ascribed a quickening v1r- 
ture and a portion prepared from it was believed to 
fertilize barren cattle. It was also utilized as an 
antidote for all poisons. 

WORLD TXXI): IT, as the last letter in the 
Series, and mistletoe, with its potent qualities and 
Suggestlon of the resurgence of life amidst death, 
are complementary links to the final trump of the 
Tarot geries, the World, As II suggests the cont in- 
uation of life beyond death (I and yew), so the World 
holds the promise of continuing existence on a new 
plane. The World dancer has been described as the 
Philogpher'% Stone of the alchemists or the Elixir 
ct Life, which bestowed youth and health - as the 
mistletoe was believed to have done. 
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WHAT £ NEMW 


THE LATEST U.S. GAMES SYSTEMS, INC. CATALOG = A COLLEC- 
TORS ITEM IN ITSELF. FOR $2.00 YOU ARE TREATED TO 48 
FULL-COLOR PAGES OF TAROT DECKS, TAROT BOOKS, DLVINATORY 
DECKS AND PLAYING CARDS.- INTRIGUING NEW OFFERINGS IN- 
CLUDE THE MEDIEVAL SCAPINI TAROT, HANSON-ROBERTS TAROT, 
GARETH KNIGHT TAROT, LE JARO METAPHYSICAL SYSTEM, PRE- 
DICTION TAROT, DANTE TAROT, AND CAT PEOPLE TAROT. 


TAROT NETWORK NEWS HAS GONE GLOSSY - AN ATTRACTIVE EN>= 
HANCEMENT. THE QUALITY REMAINS. EDITOR GARY ROSS NOW 
HAS THE ASSISTANCE OF A GROUP OF COMMITTED COWORKERS. 
THE MOST EXCITING NEW OFFERING IS THE TAROT WAREHOUSE - 
INTRODUCING THE AVALLABILITY OF NON-COMMERCIAL TAROT 
PRODUCTS. DR. SHIGEKI GOMI'S TAROT DECKS (ENTROPY + 
TAROT, FANTASTIC MEDICAL TAROT AND BUDDHISTIC FANTASY 
TAROT) ARE HIGHLIGHTED. OTHER TREATS INCLUDE POSTERS 
OF THE T/ AQUARIAN AGE/ROYAL MAZE TAROT, CASSETTES. OF 
THE 1984 TAROT SYMPOSIUM AND SHELLEY FLANDERS! MAJOR 
ARCANA GREETING CARDS. CONTACT CALLISTO PUBLISHERS, 
2860 CALIFORNIA ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115 FOR ORDER- 
ING INFORMATION. 


MAGICAL BLEND MAGAZINE RECENTLY ADVERTISED THE MAGICAL 
CIRCLE SYSTEM, A 21-CARD DIVINATORY SYSTEM ACCOMPANLIED 
BY AN EXTENSIVE INSTRUCTION BOOKLET AND MANDALA CHART. 
WHILE NOT REALLY TAROT-RELATED, IT PRESENTS SOME INTER- 
ESTING DIVINATORY INSIGHTS. FOR $26.95 (INCLUDES POST- 
AGE), IT CAN BE OBTAINED FROM TROUT GULCH PRESS, P.0. 
BOX 20904, CASTRO VALLEY, CA 94546, 


MAGICAL BLEND ALSO CARRIES A REGULAR TAROT COLUMN BY 
SAN FRANCISCO TAROIST MAUD REINERTSEN. AND OF A LIKE 
MIND (A FEMINIST SPIRITUAL PERIODICAL) CARRIES A REGU- 
LAR TAROT COLUMN BY SUZANNE JUDITH. SUBSCRIPTIONS TO 
MAGICAL BLEND COST $12.00 FOR 4 ISSUES (CONTACT MAGICAL 
BLEND, P.O. BOX 11303, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94101). OF A 
LIKE MIND (BOX 6021, MADISON, WI 53716) COST $10.00 PER 
SUBSCRIPTION. 


MAGICAL CHIIDE, 35 W. 19TH ST., NEW YORK, . NY 10011, 
OFFERS THE TAROT OF INITIATION MAJOR ARCANA ILLUSTRATED 
BY EMMETT BRENNAN WLTH COMMENTARY BY STEVEN MARSHALL. 
IT'S A PLEASANT RENDITION COSTING $12.00. 


* See. the Classifieds for ordering information. 
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EB HTCINNG WITH TAR07T 
(through Shekhinah Mountarnwater) 


SOME THOUGHTS ON TAROT AND CIRCLES 


Birth and Life and Death... tthese are the bastc kernels of 
truth tn the complex weavuings of myth and s8ymbol. In the 
rattonal, Tinear world these experiences are s8ymbolized Un 
a framework of two; a dyad that ts at onee Tinear and con- 
Fliected: Infe vs. Death. 


Pat rlarchy ts a dyad, bastcally; Male vs. Female. We gen- 
erate our soctal forms and therefore personal human des- 
tiny through s8uch beltef/thought-forms. 


The Life/Death dyad creates a parn state automatically. 

One must be etther dead or alive, and there 18 no passage- 

way inbetween except unknowingness and terror. Observe the 
vLlolent styles of birthing and dying we engage tn nowaday 8. 


Mat ristte myths seem to concur; they are based on odd-num- 
bered forms: monads, trtiads, pentangles, curves, CLYcles, 
s8ptrals, spheres. Contrast these with the polartttes, op- 
postttons, 8quares and cubes of present-day culture. 


Birth/Ltfe/Death ts a triad, and therefore a cerrcle, One 
Leads Tnexorably to the next, on and on, forever. This 
baste thoughtform generates a whole different realtty. 
Because tt assures us of our Tmmortaltty, Our Connectlon 
with all the vibrating untverse, and tts eternal flux and 
flow, Triads give us flow, connection, etlrcular energy. 
And etreles tntroduce a new 8et of s8ymbolie realtty-makers. 


In our century the most eructal s8ymbol that errcles can 
express ts the etrcle of human cooperation, As we under 
stand the ecological etrrcle that creates the balance of 
Life tn nature, 80 we begin to understand that as a race we 
have our own ecology. 


Humantty may be the only spectes that turns and preys upon 
TEaetr. IRA: lam rate, tt. ts rare, And yet 1t 1s evl- 
denced that through -our cooperative forms we have 8urvived 
the best of alt. So, how to change the world? Introduce 
eLrcular structures. Not only on the inner planes. Not 
only tn the material world. But tn both - 81multaneousTty. 


Right now our man stumbling block 1s created by those who 
do not realize that the way we think, the way we concetve 
of realtty, has a lot to do with the way things turn out. 
They attack the outer problems head-on, and with a good 
will, and sometimes effect good changes for awhille, But 
they are ultimately stumped when the 8ystem never Seems 

to really change. We have got to address the inner con- 
cepts that glue this whole thing together. In fact, our 
Lives depend upon tt! 


We have 8een the effects of media upon the news. More 
and more we. are coming together as a planet as we begun 
to think together about the same things. Med1a pul Is our 
Cconsclousnesses together...even Tf only temporarily. We 
are starting to understand how much power there 1s tn 
that, how the very act of doutng tt affects the future and 
our desttntes. 


When T began to work on a new Tarot 8ystem, these were 
Some of the Ttdeas that were buzzing tn my head. Most © 
the baste changes I made were to bring out this cetrcular 
tdea on various Levels, It dawned on me that Tarot cards 
are likea subtle sort of media that connect people 
through archetypal or untversal 8ymbols. This meant that 
they could be used to change the world, even Tf only 
through esoterte or obscure tnfluences. 


First of all, I knew that Tf I ever made a Tarot deck of 
my own, T wanted them to be round, TIT could feel tn my 
bones how natural and right this was. T could 8ense 
those powerful old images as though they were Locked into 
Square boxes, and how putting them Tnto etrciles would Luib- 
erate them, s8end them 8pinning into a kind of psyehte or 
bit. It 8eemed right for the times. People are starting 
to Took at eLlrcular forms, gather tn etrcles, butld ctr- 
cular houses, and $80 on. ' Quantum phy sTtcs ts discovertng 
non-Trneartty. P&yehiatry ts discoverting the amazlng 
powers of the right bratn. 


Next realization; the cards could be more female. Not 

that they weren't already; there are g8ome beautiful and 
powerful goddesses tn the old Tarot. But there seemed to 
be a predominance of male energy tn mages of authorittar- 
Lan power. Having fallen in love with the Divine Feminine, 
T Ttntroduced many goddesses tnto my deck, plus an wmage of 
the Horned One, a soft, Toving Divine Male. 
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Another thing that bothered me about older decks was the 
hterarchy of "major" and "minor" arcana, and the court 
cards. "Magor" meant the greater mysterites Or deeper as- 
pects of extstence, and "minor" meant more everyday things. 
T felt that this was a Tinear split, perhaps neces8ary for 
another phase in human consctousness. For the non-linear 
world of the Future, I felt we needed a deck that could 
express more flow between the sptritual and the mundane; 
for tn this new reality both are equally ordinary, and 
equally mystertous, too. And 80 TI cane up with the 1dea 
of applying the five elements of the pentagram: spLrtit, 
alr, fire, water, and earth. Now all 8utts can flow Un 
and out of one another more freely. The old Magor Arcana 
have been transformed tnto the "Spirit Cards,” the old 
Swords have become the "Air Cards,” the old Wands are nav 
"Fire Cards,” and 80 on. 


Instead of Kings and Queens and Knights and Pages, 1 de- 
etded to tntroduce Maiden, Mother and Crone Goddesses. 
This worked nicely with the elements, and also with as- 
trology 8tgns, as there are many goddesses tn myth and 
Legend that are connected to the elements and the stars. 
For example, Oceana, Godde & of the deep waters, makes a 
wonderful &ymbol for the Mother of Water 


T also felt stymied by the old Sword or air (mental) 
tem. Swords in the heart, words stabbing people, all 
kinds of violent 8word images. TI wanted to spread the 
vLoLlence and struggle of human destiny more evenly 
throughout the sutts, 80 this too would flow more natur- 
ally. After, tt 1s posstble to suffer and s8truggle tn 
any of the elemental realms expressed by Tarot, whether 
tt be mental, active, emottonal, phy sLcal, or p8yentc. 
By putting Ttmages of upset energy tn all the s8utts (us 
ng natural tmages 8uch as an Earthquake for earth, a 
Storm for water, etc.) a Lot of new spaces were made tn 
the ALlr &utt. T was able to Tntroduce 8uch images as 
Meditation, the Puppet (about mantpul ation) and Chotce 
(about dectston-maktng) . 


Fuinally, I tried to ereate cLrcular energy within each 
Sutt by paying attention to the numbers. One-to-ten can 
be 8een as a cycle of energy with a beginning, a middle, 
an end and then a new beginning. Ten ts even made of 
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one and zero! To augment this theme T made all of my tens 
groups of people tn circles, with the message that the cul- 
munatton of human experience expresses tn communtty. Ten 
of Cups 1s Bliss, showrng ten people dancing and celebrat- 
ung tn Tove and Joy. Ten of Pentacles ts Thanksglvuuing, 
Showrng a group around the festive table. Ten of Blades 
(instead of &words) shows a group sttting in etrecle and 
pas8ung the rattle for communteatilon process. Ten of 
Flames 8hows a group of people from all nations, dancing 
zn a eLrele. : This card is called Cooperation, and 1s about 
harmontous tnteractilon; peace on earth, 


The result 1s eLrcles within ctireles within etlrcles, begun- 
ning with the TndLvidual round card, the cycles of one-to- 
ten, the cycles of Maiden, Mother and Crone (whileh repre- 
Sent, among other things, Birth and Infe and Death), the 
cyele of the twenty-one Spirit Cards, and all encompassed 
by the five-fold cycle of the elements. 


And 80, voutla! A Tarot s8ystem that 18 eryrcular, non-Tltns 
flowing - and a bit wild, Creating and working with t/ 
cards ts an endless adventure...T1 find that TI never stc 
Learnung from them. T hope to reproduce them 800n, 80 t: 
many people will be able to jon tn the fun, In the mean- 
time, tf you are Ttnterested in thts s8ystem, there are two 
other decks now avatlable, ststers to mine: Daughters of 
the Moon and the Book of Aradila. If you have trouble find- 
ing them, write to me, and I'll 8nd you gome informatton. 


* *X XX x x Xx. x *X x * * x * *. 45 + * © EK OR RE RTE 


Shekhanah Mountacnwater way featured 4n Iaaue 1 of Volume 
IT of The Winged Chariot 4n an artieke entitted "Tarot God- 
de4a4e4 R4Aang;" She deacribes heazet{s as "a praeatess and 
teacher of Women's Myateriea, who has txved and worked 4n 
Santa Chuz gon many years, She ofgers readings, otayz4esh, 
magacat concerts, a home 4tudy counae, and a vartety Of 
mag4acakt Services and Auppt4ea. " For a cataktog of of6ger- 
4ng4, contact her at Box 2991, Santa Cruz, CA 95063, 


Shekhanah's aubmizaion of this awrnikicke generated 50me Con- 
neapondence, T was curious about hex evotution as @ Taro- 
44t and her 4nvotvement with the cottectivels) which man4- 
4eAted the two Tarots mentioned above, TA4ue 2 watt Ahare 
Aome of that correapondence. 


(The Daughters of the Moon Tarot was reviewed 4n doubte 
IsAuels) 7 6s 8 of Volume TIT.) 
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TEMPERANCE 


I tend to agree with Butler (Dictionary of the Tarot) 
that Temperance is "one of the least Successful of 
Tarot designs....it remains essentially what 1t has 
been Since the beginning, wishy-washy.”" Keeping this 
bias in mind, I Still can't deny the inspiration that 
others find in the image, and will try to communicate 
that enthusiasm despite my lack of it. 


The traditional image of Temperance 1s that of a 
winged female angel who is heavily robed. her hair 
is bound with a circlet boasting a flower at the 
brow. Standing firmly on earth, She pours fluid from 
one vase to another. Pollack and others have noted 
the incongruent angle at which the fluid 1s poured. 


Eqyptian designs portray a stylized winged male deity 
whose profile is Set within a huge Sun. Renamed The 
Alchemist, he qgazes ahead rather than at the transfer 
of liquid. The positioning of the vases makes it ob- 
vious that he is pouring the contents from the upper 
one to the lower... 


Modern (RIider-oriented) packs usually depict the an- 
gel as a winged androqyne rather than Specifically 
female or male. However, most of hir associations 
are with the male solar archangel, Michael. A solar 
disSCc replaces the traditional flower on hir brow. 

One foot rests on land while the other is dipped in a 
Stream. Again, the vases exchange the fluid at an 
iImpossSible angle. 


The more usual nonstandard decks indicate the alchem- 
ical blending of fire and water rather that of water 
and water. The most notable of this genre is Crowl- 
ey's Thoth Card, retitled Art. One of the most unus- 
ual departures is the Amazon Tarot card, retitled The 
Weaver; a Native American woman 1s pictured working 
at her loom. It is a potent reconstruction due to 
women's archetypal assoclation with weaving. 


Interpretations of this trump have ranged from the 
literal translation of its title (temperance = moder- 
ation) to that of tempering (recombining elements to 
make the desired product stronger). 
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The following material is culled from Tarot texts 
which offer particular insight into the arcanum: 


"...everything about Temperance Seems as fluid as the 
magic liquid She pours.” "Significantly, Temperance. 
is the only winged being in the Tarot who descends to 
earth, confronting [hulman[ity] face to face." 
(Nichols) 


"On this path of probation we have the lunar fire and 


the Solar light.” "The fire of desire and the water 
of wisdom are there for those who can take and keep 
them in balance." C(CSturzaker) 


"The foil of Temperance evokes the global vision of a 
world in which everything moves by the Sublime and 
aweSOme magic of Rhythm.” C(Lione]) 


"'... the Temperance Shaman has come of age. All 
learning has turned into technical prowess." 
"Centered in the flow of energies - Sun and moon, hot 
and cold, day and night - She becomes...'a master of 


thresholds...''"' (Noble) 


"In her function as Diana she governs the tides of 
earth, and the fluctuations of the Astral Current. 
She is the natural framework and Support for the 
waxing and waning of the energies of existence." 
(Wang) 


''.. . the Great Work is never So much a matter of 
actually changing ourselves, as it is re-emphasizing 
ourselves -- changing our focus." "The water being 
poured between the two vessels...is the water of 
attention.” (Sandbach & Ballard) 


"She is the image of all the goddesses of individual 
and inner strengths, all of the stranger fertility 
goddesses: ISis of the thousand breasts and the Diana 
of the Ephesians."” (Potts) 


"Abstract ideas are becoming reality; Temperance Is a 
card of behavior, not concepts." "Temperance ShoOWS 
the personality released by the fearful experience of 
Death." (Pollack) 
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"This is Time in its most incomprehensible aspect for 
Chulman[ity]. [Humans] think that everything is 
incessantly flowing in one direction. They do not 
See that everything eternally meets, that one thing 
comes from the past and another from the future, and 
, that time is a multitude of circles turning in 
different directions. Understand this mystery and 
learn to distinquish the opposite currents in the 
rainbow stream of the present."” C(Ouspensky) 


"This process of verifying our truths is the act of 
tempering, which is essSential to the motion of 
elements combining. You are involved with the 
alchemy of mixing ingredients to obtain an effect." 


(Morgan) 


"The figure thus depicts the traditional work of Kore 
(PersSephone or Proserpine) during her periodical 
viSits to the underworld, where She was Said to tend 
the early growth of the Seed (Soul) until it Should 
attain Sufficient strenqth to pass from the reqion of 
darkness into the realm of light.” (Blakeley) 


"Vibrations and radiant enerqy temper experience Just 
aS pouring back and forth creates the liquid. Here 
is it the act, the motion, of integration that is 
important.” (Gearhart & Rennie) 


"[In ancient cultures]... the mingling of male and 
female waters Symbolized universal Sexual union. 
Sumer-Babylonian myths attributed the cosmic 
fertilization of creation itself...to the pouring of 
Seminal waters from Apsu... into the uterine waters of 
Tiamat,...from whose 'deeps' all things were born." 
(Walker) 


"There are vessels of Gold and Silver, but also of 
Wood and Earth, and Some to honour and Some to 
dishonour." (St. Paul) 


"Temperance in the sSense of the occult is more 
concerned with the action of modifying the self to 
attune to the truths of existence as taught by the 
Tarot..." (Graves) | 
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"This is Time in its most incomprehensible aspect for 


[hulJmanlity]. CHhumans] think that everything 1s 
incessSantly flowing in one direction. They do not 
See that everything eternally meets, that one thing 
comes from the past and another from the future, and 
that time is a multitude of circles turning in 
different directions. Understand this mystery and 
learn to distinquish the opposite currents in the 
rainbow Stream of the present.”" G(OuspensKy) 


"This process of verifying our truths 1s the act of 
tempering, which 1s essential to the motion of 
elements combining. You are. involved with the 
alchemy of mixing ingredients to obtain an effect." 
(Morgan) 


"The fiqure thus depicts the traditional work of Kore 
(PerSephone or Proserpine) during her periodical 
viSits to the underworld, where She was sSald to tend 
the early growth of the Seed (Soul) until it Should 
attain Sufficient Strength to pass from the reqion of 
darkness into the realm of light.” (Blakeley) 


"Vibrations and radiant enerqy temper experience Just 
aS pouring back and forth creates the liquid. Here 
1S IT the act, the motion, of integration that 1s 
important.” (Gearhart & Rennie) 


"In ancient cultures]... the mingling of male and 
female waters sSymbolized universal Sexual union. 
Sumer-Babylonilan myths attributed the cosmic 
fertilization of creation itself... to the pouring of 
Seminal waters from Apcu... into the uterine waters of 
Tilamat,...from whose 'deeps' all things were born." 
(Walker) 


"There are vessels of Gold and Silver, but also of 
WOOd and tarth, and Some to honour and Some to 
diShonour: 3-(St. Paul) 


"Temperance in the sSense of: the occult is more 
concerned with the action of modifying the Self to 
attune to the truths of existence as taught by the 
Tarot... (Graves) 
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TAROT FOR YOURSELF: A WORKBOOK FOR PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION: 
Actually teaches Tarot instead of merely 
describing it. Appropriate for beginners, yet contains many 
advanced techniques for professlonals and teachers, Filled 
with ideas, information and 1illustrations, $15,00 post-paid 
to: Mary Greer, 601 Diamond St., San Francisco, CA 94114, 


U.S. GAMES SYSTEMS, INC. offers Tarot decks, Tarot books, 

_ cart omancy, d1ivination, occult 
books, playing cards; send $2,00 for a 4$8-page full color 
catalog to THE BEST OF CARDS catalog, Department W, 38 E, 
32nd St., New York, NY 10016, 


MAGICKAL NOTECARDS, stationery and more, Fantasy/Pagan 

images. Send $1.00 for catalog and 
sample card to Applet ree Cards and Gifts, P. O. Box 5(W), 
Cott age Grove, OR 97424, 


TAROT NOTECARDS, 1ncluding the Queen of Wands, Ace of Wands 

and Queen of Pentacles; $1,00 for any com- 
bunation of 3; order from B, R. Hoffman, Box 821, Flushing,. 
NY-- 1433%, 
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TAROT-INSPLIRED POETRY 


Canot ChnAat!4s Davang Deep and Sutgacing cattsy attention to 
the Tarot 4mageruy an Adrienne Rach! 4 The Dream of a Common 
Language. "Twenty-one Love Poems" (Sectaon IT] ane modetted 


on the Atucture of the Tarot Major Arcana, Rich!'h bonnow- 


4ng of Tarot 4tucture and qmagety neangonees the aZ4ention 
04 4t4 potency. Judy Grahn's Queen of Wands 44 a 44mitar 
evocation. 


John Waenerns! "The Chariot” and Barbara Comatock' 4 "Strength" 
have been featured 4n The Winged Chantot., Tarot Network 

News 6nequentty prints Tarot poems, a4 does the D.0O.M.E. 
peraodacat, Aquarian Changes. Every 40 often a Tarot- 
oraented poem pops up 4n a pagan ox metaphy 44cat magazines. 


Poet Stephen Vunatan created Tarot Poems 4evernat years ago 
but T've been unabte to track 4t down. Ig anyone 44 gamat- 
4an with 4t on knows og other Tarot- -4n4ptred {xteraturie, 
jtLeaze Share 4t. 
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